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Memorandum 

To: Files 

From: Environmental Scientist, Albuquerque District, SCR 

Subject: Preparation of Final Reclamation and Abandonment Plans 
for the Anaconda Copper Company's Jaclq>lle-Paguate Mine 

The present recession In the uranium concentrate market has 
accelerated the time-table for abandonment of the subject 
mine complex. It now appears that open-pit mining at the 
site will end in 1981, and that underground mining will end 
in 1983. Upon the completion of mining, the leases aut.omatically 
expire, but reclamation activities are expected to continue for 
several additional years. 

The mine complex as a whole is not operating under an rpproved 
mining and reclamation plan, although several of the undergromid 
mines are operating under plans approved specific to their 
activities. Comprehensive plans covering the entire operation 
were submitted to the U. S. Geological Survey on Februarj* 25, 
1977, and March 29, 1979, and a very detailed environmental 
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assessment was prepared by this office. However, due to changes 
In the mining plan and to additional environmental concerns, 
these documents are now obsolete. 

Therefore, It is Imperative that a final reclamation and 
abandonment plan be designed, and all NEPA responsibilities be 
discharged as soon as possible. 

At the request of this office, a meeting was held on April 24, 
1980, at the Laguna Pueblo to set a procedure and a time-table 
for the preparation and adoption of a final reclamation plan. 
Attending the meeting were the following persons: 

James V. Sutherland Acting Conservation Manager, 
South Central Region, USGS 

Edward T. Sandell, Jr. Acting Deputy Conservation 
Manager - Mining, South Central 
Region, USGS 
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